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DRAFT Meeting Minutes  
Public Meeting of the Washington State LGBTQ Commission 

 
Date:  October 17-18, 2025   

 

Meeting called to order by Co-Chair Serinus at 12:03 

• Co-Chair asked for a roll call 
o Present: 

▪ Commissioner Nico Archer 
▪ Commissioner M. Eliatamby-O’Brien 
▪ Commissioner Amasai Jeke 
▪ Commissioner Darlin Blanco Lozano 
▪ Commissioner Matt Landers 
▪ Commissioner Everett Maroon 
▪ Commissioner Leiyomi Preciado 
▪ Commissioner Omni Romero 
▪ Commissioner Jason Victor Serinus 
▪ Commissioner Mark Rosén 
▪ Commissioner Stephanie Valerdi 

o Excused: 
▪ Commissioner Ayanna Phillips 
▪ Commissioner Kawana “K” Bullock-Clayton 

o Staff 
▪ Lisa Keating, Executive Director 
▪ Sam Fennell, Operations & Policy Manager 
▪ Sawyer Tuttle,  

• Welcome, housekeeping, land acknowledgement 
• Approval of Agenda and Minutes 

o MOTION: approve August minutes and May minutes by Lozano, seconded by 
Rosén. Approved unanimously. 

o MOTION: approve October agenda, by Maroon, seconded by Preciado. 
Approved unanimously. 

• New Commissioner introductions 
• Staff Report 

o See report 
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• Commissioner Reports 
o Executive (Landers) - discussed public meeting agendas and 2026 dates, 

onboarding new commissioners, Governor actions 
o Communications & Community Outreach - no report  
o Legislative Priorities (Fennell) - discussed legislative priorities process, how to act 

during session.  
▪ Attorney General working on data privacy legislation, potential role to give 

input 
▪ Coordinate attendance for LGBTQ Caucus call 

o Intergenerational (Maroon) - working on scheduling, realities of timing when looking 
for youth participation 

o Strategic Planning (Keating) - met with ResultsWA to schedule planning sessions 
• Workgroup Updates 

o America250 - no update 
o Council on Health Disparities - Keating attended as interim; presentation from 

Spanish-language radio in Granger 
• Individual Commissioner Updates 

o Romero - people tabling against Trans people at shopping centers around TriCities 
o Valerdi - a lot of anti-Trans ballot petitioning in South Sound region 
o Preciado - over 15 hospitals at risk of closing in WA, which would make access 

much more difficult. Difficulties with end of telehealth. 
o Serinus - update on Quilcene public schools situation 

• Elections for 2026 Executive Committee 
o Co-Chair 

▪ Candidates: Commissioner Lozano, Commissioner Preciado 
▪ VOTE for Co-Chair:  

• Round 1 - Lozano 5 - Preciado 5 
• Round 2 - Lozano 4 - Preciado 6. Preciado elected. 

• Vice Chair 
▪ Candidates: Commissioner Jeke 
▪ VOTE for Vice Chair: 

• Jeke -  unanimous. Jeke elected. 
• Secretary 

▪ Candidates: Commissioner Valerdi 
▪ VOTE for Secretary: 

• Valerdi - unanimous. Valerdi elected. 
• Presentation: Lincoln LGBTQ+ Rights Clinic (Gonzaga School of Law) 

o Established 2018, one of 10 clinical-legal programs at Gonzaga School of Law 
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o Focuses on promoting reforms that support those marginalized and underserved 
because of their gender identity or expression. Provides crucial legal assistance and 
advocacy, allows students to gain practical legal education and training in a 
supervised setting. 

o 12-month clinic, 4-8 students per semester. Spend 8-15 hours per week in addition 
to regular classwork. Only 12 law school clinics like this in the US. 

o Shared case examples 
o Refer cases with clients over 60 years old to the Elder Law clinic 
o Recent increase in clients who have resources to pay for private representation, but 

need help finding attorneys who will accept them 
o Discrimination cases are about impact, not intent. 
o Serve clients across Washington State 

• Presentation: LGBTQ+ Lincoln Resource Center (Brandon Haddock)  
o Hub for resources for Gonzaga students 
o Working on WA higher education LGBTQ+ consortium (student affairs, resource 

centers) - there is a national one that serves as a support network for LGBTQ+ 
centers and directors.  

o Hosting LGBTQ+ Leadership Institute 
• Discussion: Committee Assignments 

o Review of committees and roles by staff 
o Committees can have a maximum of 5 commissioners at the moment (6 when fully 

seated) 
o Assignments/Interest in Committees: 

▪ Executive Committee (elected): Serinus, Preciado, Jeke, Valerdi 
▪ Legislative Committee 

• Romero (chair?), Landers, Valerdi, Serinus, Maroon, Lozano, Jeke 
• Communications & Community Outreach Committee 

• Archer (chair?), Rosén, Serinus, Romero 
• Intergenerational Committee 

• Rosén, Eliatamby-O’Brien 
• Strategic Planning 

• Valerdi, Romero 
• Other Areas of Interest:  

• Aging (Serinus, Eliatamby-O’Brien, Archer) 
• Intercommissions (Preciado) 
• Resilience in These Times (Archer) 
• Self Advocacy (Preciado) 
• Immigration (Valerdi) 
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Meeting recessed at 5:00. 

Meeting re-convened at 9:02, called to order by Serinus. 

 

 

• 2026 Public Meeting Locations 
o Executive Committee recommends “Sample 4” created by staff 
o MOTION to approve 2026 public meeting locations, by Landers, second by 

Maroon. VOTE: 9 ayes, Romero abstains. 
▪ January - Olympia 
▪ March - Seattle 
▪ May - Pullman 
▪ August - Coastal Region 
▪ October - Ellensburg 

o MOTION to approve 2026 public meeting dates, by Rosén, second by Preciado. 
VOTE: unanimous in favor 

▪ January 16 
▪ March 27 & 28 
▪ May 15 & 16 
▪ August 14 
▪ October 23 & 24 

• Discussion: Future Survey Planning 
o Have funds for continued survey work. $90,000 for FY26 (ends June 30, 2026), 

$100,000 for FY27. 
o Discussion on outreach versus analysis 
o How can others utilize the data collected to do analysis? 
o Next steps:  

▪ 1. Create contract/procurement team to create a toolkit on how to 
disseminate data so Commissioners can share.  

▪ 2. Website dashboard for usability of data.  
▪ 3. Go out into community (Jan-May) 
▪ 4. Weave survey into committees 

• Discussion: Committees (continued) 
o Implement Aging workgroup under the Intergenerational Committee? 
o Share out plans in January public meeting 
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o Subcommittees: 
▪ Legislative - Legislative Work and Advocacy 
▪ Intergenerational - Aging and Youth Engagement 
▪ Communications - Community Resilience 

• Presentation: Former Commissioner Jac Archer 
o Co-leader of Spokane Community Against Racism - SCAR - founded by Sandy 

Williams 
o Misconceptions of the East Side of Washington - oversimplification of impressions 

of safety, assumptions that there is a lack of community or knowledge 
o There are people who care so much, doing so much work in this area 
o We understand our needs - don’t need Seattle people coming in and telling us. And 

those needs are substantially different, and need different things to be met. Mutual 
aid is incredible here! But it’s not always institutionalized - need to find it. 

o Spectrum Center Spokane as the Eastern WA hub of access for queer folks, and 
also for Montana and Idaho folks. They want folks to be aware of signature gathering 
for anti-trans ballot initiatives. 

o Interesting political moment in the area where common cause is being built 
between targeted communities - LGBTQ and immigrant advocacy.  

o Ask for wealthier parts of the community to send their money, but not their staff - we 
have people here. Help us continue to get paid in our own communities. We can do 
more with less money / have a bigger impact per person. 

o Spokane as contested territory with a deep history. Market testers come to Spokane 
to get broad opinions. 

• Public Comment 
o Andrew Mark Carlos - Happy Filipino History Month. Board member of Spokane 

Pride. Looking for more immigrant voices in the Survey - risks of LGBTQ immigrants 
are significant at this moment. Deportation means death for too many.  

• Commissioner Maroon - remarks on final public meeting as Co-Chair.  
  

Motion to adjourn, by Preciado, seconded Lozano, passed unanimously. Adjourned at 11:41. 
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