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DRAFT Meeting Minutes  

Public Meeting of the Washington State LGBTQ Commission 

 

Date:  January 16, 2026 

 
Meeting called to order by Co-Chair Preciado  at 9:00am 

  
● Co-Chair asked for a roll call 

○ Present: 
■ Everett Maroon - Online 
■ Matthew Landers - In person 
■ Amasai Jeke - Online 
■ Darlin Blanco Lozano - In person 
■ Leiyomi Preciado - In person 
■ Omni Romero - In person 
■ Mark Rosén - Online 
■ M. Eliatamby-O'Brien - online 
■ Nico Archer - In person 
■ Ayanna Phillips - In person 
■ Stephanie Valerdi - In person 
■ Eve Hwang - In person 
■ Kawana Bullock-Clayton - Online 

○ Excused:  
● Staff 

○ Lisa Keating, Executive Director 
○ Sam Fennell, Operations & Policy Manager 
○ Sawyer Tuttle, Executive Assistant & Communications Manager 

● Welcome, Roll Call, Land Acknowledgment, Housekeeping 
● Approval of Agenda and Minutes 

 

MOTION: Approval of minutes from October meeting by Landers seconded  
Romero 

 

PASSED: 1 abstain 
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Absent: 2 

 

MOTION: Approval of Agenda by seconded  
 

PASSED: unanimous 

 

Absent: 2 
● Grounding & Ice Breaker 

 

Icebreaker sharing 
● Executive Committee Election – Co-Chair  

 

              Each Candidate will have 2 minutes to speak  
 

Voting: 
 

Candidates: Commissioner Lozano 

 

VOTE Lozando - unanimous 

 

Absent:1 
● New Drive and file organization 

○ Fennell presented new drive and file organization including: individual 
folders, lived experience statement areas that are editable or view only, 
lived experience stipends and payment cycle. See overview in Drive 
Table of contents and answered questions concerning budget, and 
logistics of new drive contents.  

● Reports -  
○ Staff Report: (20 minutes)  

■ See report 
○ Commissioner Reports: (40 minutes)  
○ Executive Committee 

■ Executive Committee: Leyomi reported on changing elections for 
Chair positions, Thank you to exec commissioners ending their 
time. 
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○ Communications and Community Outreach Committee 
■ Communications Outreach Committee: Archer reported there 

have been 2 meetings attended by Rosen, Sawyer and will be 
adding Lozano. Most recent meeting focused on understanding 
needs of Commissioners, and creating tools to support a shared 
voice. Planning a collaborative session 1/25 12pm. Launched 
survey.  

○ Legislative Priorities Committee 
■ Legislative Committee:Romero reported this is a year for 

protection and implementation. Priorities are data, privacy, 
healthcare, immigration justice, and education. Focus will be on 
education, videos, in English/Spanish.  

○ Intergenerational Committee 
■ Intergenerational Committee: Rosen shared community sessions 

theme: Rural communities, sessions provide an opportunity to 
learn about the communities experiences. Goal to partner with 
more organizations to support future community sessions.  

○ Ad hoc Strategic Plan Committee 
■ Has not been able to meet working with Able WA on what was 

presented for the initial Strategic Plan 
○ Commission Workgroup Updates (5 mins)  

■ America 250 Committee 
● No longer participating, no communication from them. 

■ Council on Health Disparities 
● No update, did not meet due to flooding. Next meeting 

2/24 
■ Poverty Reduction Workgroup  

● Efforts being made to have voting ability. Needs 
commissioner to represent at meetings. 

● Individual Commissioner Updates (10 mins) 
○ Landers: Discussed presentation by Federal Subcabinet, meeting with 

new commissioners. 
○ Maroon: Discussed HIV medication access efforts in their area. 

Accessing care is a challenge, departure of workforce in the area. 2nd 
school in Walla Walla school district starting a GSA. 
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○ Lozano: Discussed employment and impacts of dismantling 2SLGBTQ 
services. Impacts to UW Medicine and Fred Hutch programs.  

○ Phillips: Discussed employment and impacts of cutting 2SLBTQ 
programs supporting student population. Whatcom PFLAG 
constructing survey for resource navigator position.  

○ Romero: Tri Cities Pride Junes 13th, Latine Pride June 15. Launched 
Thrive for LGBTQ businesses, scholarship and highlighted local self 
defense training.  

○ Archer: Discussed Spokane leadership roundtable. Spokane Pride, and 
community organizing. Decline in social gatherings in the area. 
Interactions with Idaho. Highlighted participation from commission at 
the next roundtable.  

○ Leyomi: Partnered with Women's commission on video presented to 
Women's Caucus, appointed to  Council of Human Rights, and keynote 
speaker for Say It Out Loud conference. 

○ Valerdi: Discussed direct service work, 2SLGBTQ Immigrants increase 
in fear,  

● Legislative Update 
○ Keating: Senator Wilson will not be able to join us instead we will hear 

from Representative Macri.  
○ Discussion around legislative priorities we are able to support and why, 

educating on budget cuts. Keating to put in request to OFM to see if they 
will speak or present to commission. Information sharing around 
budget, state revenue. Priority bills on vaccines, and Senator Valdez bill 
on ICE. Keating shares letter from Governor on ICE.  

● Department of Health- Beth CrutsingerPerry 
○ Introduction and presentation on work being done in core areas, scope, 

surveillance, investigation and intervention, integrated disease testing, 
of all conditions not just HIV, prep drug assistance program, overdose 
initiatives and harm reduction efforts. Graph shows steady data drop in 
2020 due to covid, rising slowly in 2024. We are still seeing cases of 
people being diagnosed. Perinatal cases saw an increase, older children 
getting diagnosed, later diagnoses due to foster care or not being in 
care. Spoke of lack of education around HIV. Testing challenges. 
Education the term virally repressed (not enough HIV in blood to be 
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transmitted. Viral suppression in the standard, will affect less immune 
system, better health outcomes, less transmittable). MPOX data and 
information on recent challenges. 

● Health Care Authority Presentation by Director Ryan Moran 
○ Introduction and presentation sharing future changes to healthcare 

coverage, HR1 impacts on 2SLBGTQ community and gender affirming 
care. HCA response, planning for change and its most impacted 
communities. HCA future focus areas: responding to need, closing gaps 
in health disparities, strengthening partnerships/collaboration and 
operations. Discussed: changes refugee/asylum losing coverage in Oct. 
26 Childless adults will be required to work or community engagement 
of 80 hours and will need to reapply every 6 months per month in DEC. 
HR1 will affect retroactive coverage, only going back 1 month as 
opposed to 3months. Upcoming changes to medicaid $35 copay. 

● Representative Nicole Macri 
○ Introduction and discussion appropriation committee has been 

working on budget. Inflation, is outpacing revenue. Spoke of 
challenging budget cuts. Protecting healthcare and housing. This year 
will focus on healthcare access especially for trans health and gender 
affirming care. Gender affirming care is protected by law. Will be 
meeting with AG and HCA for future state planning to protect gender 
affirming care and federal landscape changes. Caucus is tracking 
finding additional opportunities or touch points with community 
stakeholders to align on budget items. Keating shared dates for LGBTQ 
caucus meeting: Friday 23rd 10-11am Following Friday 30th 10-11am 

● Youth Advisory Council Report  
○ Fennel shared: Last year had 2 YAC members step down, had 15 

applicants, Fennel and 2 youth council members interviewed 5 and 
meeting next week to add 2. June 30th will be falling off or up for 
reappointment. Some structure created within council, March 
applications open closing in April, and will open as needed for 
vacancies. 10 members 2 more will be added. Goals for youth council, 
connecting with commissioners YAC meets 5-7pm 2nd week of the 
month. LGBTQ youth healthcare town hall Feb 20th 12-3pm 12-1 will be 
a panel of youth providers, commissioner, and legislature. 1-2 
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community share out, 2- closing statements, have invited Governor 
and other reps. Some discussion  Archer and Fennel around making 
event virtual, outreach/incentives for youth in other regions wanting to 
attend.   

● Public Comment  
○ Simon thornton: 2 minutes he/him Seattle. NSP7 recently had meeting 

with AG on local pressure from enforcement with SPD. Hoping as queer 
people we understand implications of NSP7. Asked about convening a 
meeting/town hall about security. Discussed ICE/public safety 
concerns. Getting state support to support public safety. Has additional 
meeting with AG office and other departments to speak on issue and its 
impacts. Asked commissioners to sit on joint terrorist task force. 

○ Violet Kwaguchi: 2 minutes she/her. Exec of Kawaguchi project. Would 
like to add perspective on trans refugees, 2400 trans indivduals will be 
moving to Seattle, putting in perspective that our programs supporting 
this community are in danger and will collapse as more people need 
these services and move to our state. Services will not be able to meet 
the needs of the community. 

○ Comment on opening chat for smaller comments Sam shared email to 
do that 

○ Rose/Crystal Legionares 2 minutes she/her. Has been involved in 
housing of trans people in Seattle. Housing has gotten significantly 
worse,revolving door of homelessness. Will get worse from here, 
needing help from the governor.Employment for trans community has 
been a challenge. There are large amounts of individuals that have been 
struggling with long term unemployment and housing due to long 
covid. 

● Meeting End 
○ MOTION: Phillips to ADJOURN 
○ Romero 2nd 
○ AJOURNED 4:44pm 
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